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HOME STATE

ARIZONA  2

CALIFORNIA  18

COLORADO  1

CONNECTICUT  2

FLORIDA  7

GEORGIA  4

ILLINOIS  4

INDIANA  2

IOWA   1

KANSAS  1

KENTUCKY  1

LOUISIANA  1

MARYLAND  2

MASSACHUSETTS 2

MICHIGAN  3

MINNESOTA  2

MISSOURI  3

NEVADA  2

NEW JERSEY  7

NEW YORK  5

N. CAROLINA  3

OHIO   3

OKLAHOMA  2

PENNSYLVANIA 1

TEXAS   5

VIRGINIA  5

THE 2017 YP4 FELLOWSHIP CLASS IS OUR MOST DIVERSE 
COHORT TO DATE.

With more than 98 Fellows from 26 states, this class is made up of young people from community 
colleges, state universities, Historically Black Colleges & Universities, Hispanic-Serving Institutions, 
Tribal Colleges, Liberal Arts Colleges, and Ivy League Universities, as well as those doing amazing 
community work while not in school.

Each of our Fellows represents the diversity and exuberance of the Millennial Generation, equipped 
with the talents and skills necessary to effect powerful, positive change on their campuses, in their 
communities, and around the world.
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GENDER IDENTITY
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APPROACH TO 
SOCIAL JUSTICE

ISSUE INTEREST



We are committed to ending the carceral State and challenging the 
presupposition that our communities are made safer when our fellow 

human beings are locked in cages. We are uniquely aware that the urge 
to incarcerate first and ask questions later isn’t limited to the state or 
federal prison system but permeates our criminal (in)justice system. 

We understand that our communities’ futures are at stake when local, 
state, and federal governments privatize prisons and detention centers, 
police forces procure increasingly militarized arsenals, and prosecutors 
shield police officers who’ve murdered members of the neighborhoods 

they purport to serve. 

With this in mind, YP4 believes in developing models of transformative 
justice grounded in our communities’ abilities to ensure their own safety 

and wholeness. Understanding this reality, we work with our Fellows 
and field network to advance campaigns which touch on issues like 

community safety, police accountability, and prison abolition.

COMMUNITY SAFETY, POLICE 
BRUTALITY & PRISON ABOLITION



The Second Chance Operative (S.C.O) is an intended summer program that 
aims to help troubled youth that are either at-risk or fall dangerously close 
to the school-to-prison pipeline model. In the state of Virginia, the school-to-
prison pipeline is a huge factor especially in low income areas that are home 
to a majority of children of color. Children in these area are more likely to be 
“labeled” by a flag system. The Second Chance Operative blueprint intends to 
help mentor, support, and guide children flagged by the school by teaching 
them skills and engaging with them through a summer interactive program 
led by Andrew Frazier.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Andrew Frazier
Hopewell, VA
Direct Service

By Us, For Us (BUFU) is a year-round project designed to create intentional 
safe spaces and enhance the student life experience for queer and trans 
Black, Indigenous and people of color (QTBIPOC) at University of North 
Texas. Though UNT is now a minority-serving institution, students have 
expressed concern regarding the lack of faculty of color who understand 
the intersections of their identities. BUFU references a study conducted 
with Black queer and trans students at UNT. The study found that spaces 
centered on students of color do not acknowledge and support the Black 
LGBTQ+ experiences; instead, those spaces erase the experiences. Spaces 
that prioritize queer and trans students are dominated by White students 
on the queer and transgender spectrums. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

De’Amber Bullard
Denton, TX
Community Organizing
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Athens Prison Tutorial (APT) is a student organization at the University of 
Georgia (UGA) committed to serving at the local prison through providing 
academic tutoring to help those inside continue their education and receive 
appropriate credentialing, such as the General Equivalency Diploma (GED). 
The work of Athens Prison Tutorial began in October of 2016, and the group 
has existed as an official student organization since April of 2017. Over the 
last year, the group has expanded from 2 UGA students to over 20, gone from 
tutoring one day a week to tutoring twice a week, and gone from serving an 
average class size of 4 to an average class size of 12 students per class. APT 
aims to leverage campus resources provided to student organizations, 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Kavi Pandian
Tucker, GA
Direct Service

In 2009, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
“found that Nevada had the highest percentage of homeless people of any 
US state” (Shaulis et al. 2012:7). Homelessness is ubiquitous in the United 
States, but with its ranking, it is clear to see how salient of an issue this 
is for Nevada. Homelessness intersects with Mass incarceration and that 
is where this blueprint will focus. Mass incarceration refers to the United 
States prison system that disproportionately detains Black, Brown, and poor 
people: a modern form of slavery. Acknowledging the correlation between 
homelessness and incarceration, the program outlined in this blueprint will 
work to assist homeless citizens in getting their warrants quashed to prevent 
them from going to jail for the first time, or again.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Korey Tillman
Schenectady, NY
Direct Service
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The initiative to bring Restorative Justice practice to the UMass Amherst 
campus is a multi-year, campus wide campaign. The goal of the campaign 
is to establish a sustainable restorative justice program that is funded by 
the University and that has ties to the local courts. The process to establish 
this program will begin with mass educational awareness about restorative 
justice provided to the campus community and restorative justice pilot 
programs in Residential Life, Registered Student Organizations, Greek Life, 
Athletics, Student Government Association, and agencies that operate from 
the Student Government Association. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Nathalie Amazan
North Baldwin, NY
Advocacy

Unnamed is a non-profit that aims to reduce the number of people 
incarcerated in Lake County jail by advocating for and facilitating alternative 
sentencing programs. Lake County, one of the northernmost counties in 
Illinois, houses its only jail in Waukegan, IL. This year, Lake County Jail’s 
average daily population (629 inmates) has grown alarmingly close to its 740 
inmate capacity, causing a host of problems. Over incarcerating individuals 
(Mass incarceration) is a concern, even on the local level, for a number of 
reasons including the financial and social burdens it creates for individuals, 
their communities, and taxpayers at large. Unnamed seeks to prevent the 
imminent overcrowding of Lake County jail and work toward restorative 
justice practices. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Nella Coleman
Waukegan, IL
Direct Service
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The Resilient Youth Collaborative (RYC) is a network of support for children 
of incarcerated parents in Poughkeepsie, New York. Currently, more than 
105,000 children in New York State have a parent in jail or prison . Due to 
the stigma attached to people involved in the criminal justice system, these 
children can be faced with a diminished social network and a dearth of 
necessary social services. The goal of this community-based initiative is to 
raise this issue to public attention by mobilizing young activists across three 
college campuses in Poughkeepsie. Through partnerships with local schools, 
social media campaigns, and public educational opportunities, the Resilient 
Youth Collaborative brings these youth’s experiences to the forefront.  

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Sophia Burns
Westville Grove, NJ
Direct Service
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As a community of organizers with different abilities and levels of 
mobility, YP4 knows our movement will never achieve true justice 

without first engaging in radical self-love for our bodies, minds, and all 
of their particularities.  

We believe that a movement for dis/ability justice requires that we 
expand opportunities and pathways for all people to shape our shared 
future. In the service of this vision, the YP4 is committed amplifying the 

work of Fellows and Alumni engaged in work which challenges dis/ability 
stigma and ensures access to education, housing, high quality health 

care, and jobs.

DIS/ABILITY JUSTICE



College students are suffering from high rates of mental illness and other 
disabilities.  The stigma associated with talking about mental illness and 
other disabilities does not allow for students to feel like there is a sense 
of community.  There are multiple structural barriers that affect students 
seeking help for mental illness. My Campus Health seeks to create a support 
system for students to flourish. My Campus Health is an online platform for 
college students challenged by mental illness and other disabilities.   This 
website, which has been launched, seeks to address disability justice. The 
overarching goal is to provide resources so that students with disabilities 
can graduate. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Benjamin McAfee
Atlanta, GA
Idea Creation

Radical Accessibility Inspires Leadership (RAIL) is an open source event 
planning toolkit that creates greater awareness and understanding for making 
things accessible to all people.  An accessible space is safe, comfortable, 
and navigable for all different kinds of bodies and abilities; accessible 
programming or materials are clear, understandable, and considerate of 
all kinds of minds and learning styles. To create space and programming 
while considering the whole human spectrum of experience, form, and 
ability, is to practice what is here referred to as “Radical Accessibility.” For 
the purposes of the Blueprint, the term “open source” refers to the methods 
for distribution and dissemination of the RAIL toolkit and related resources. 
The resource will exist online in an assistive tech-friendly, free-to-download 
format. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Micah Peace
Louisville, KY
Idea Creation
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Uplifting the Student Disability Resource Center at UC Riverside is focused 
on addressing systemic ableism within UC Riverside. Many students with 
disabilities on campus are unaware of the services the center provides and 
feel intimidated to receive accommodations from the Student Disability 
Resource Center. The goal of the blueprint is to start the wheels for the 
upcoming years with the systemic and grass-roots changes that will happen 
in the Student Disability Resource Center and will be student lead. The plan 
is to work with multiple departments on campus in order to make systemic 
changes with the Student Disability Resource Center to become a more 
welcoming and brave space. Goals are to create a space within the Student 
Disability Resource Center for students with disabilities to build community 
and organize, create relationships with the ethnic and gender programs on 
campus, and establish an internship program within the Student Disability 
Resource Center.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Winston Fadeff
Bakersfield, CA
Community Organizing
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We know that voracious predatory capitalism is a threat to the safety, 
well-being, and survival of our communities and our planet. As wages 
stagnate and intergenerational wealth is concentrated in the hands of 

the few, pathways to opportunity are becoming less and less accessible 
to the rest of us. 

At YP4, we are uniquely aware of the importance of challenging 
our system of predatory capitalism and working towards a set of 

institutional arrangements which allow us all to access the necessities of 
life — from housing, food, sustenance, and healthcare. In that spirit, we 
are committed to supporting the work of organized labor, cooperative 
economists, and those organizing against politics of austerity, both in 

the US and abroad.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE



 Costing a fraction of the public or private university price, rarely taking 
previous academic performance into account, and facilitating the transition 
into undergraduate learning, community college is the egalitarian approach 
to education. As a believer in upward socioeconomic mobility through 
higher education, Clementine wants to educate young people, specifically 
high school seniors, about the resources available to them and the financial 
benefits of choosing the 2-year community college route. Not only are 
these resources abundant, but they are underutilized and under promoted. 
Clementine wants to empower young people through informational sessions 
at local high schools, where students can learn from college students who 
chose the community college route and are creating outstanding experiences 
for themselves. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Clementine Honda
Sacramento, CA
Direct Service 

The Blueprint addresses the issue of food insecurity among first-generation 
and low-income students (FGLI) enrolled at the University of Miami. Food 
Recovery Network, a student organization on the University campus, would 
be the voice of the student base in support of this change as well as the 
stewards of writing a proposal for policy changes to be submitted to the 
University’s administration. There will be a special effort to garner and voice 
broad student support as well as create a support network for students who 
are food insecure.  Specifically, the Blueprint is a proposal to be submitted 
to the university administration advocating for the development of a food 
pantry as well as a merit based food-swipes system for FGLI students.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Demaree Rios
Austin, TX
Advocacy
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Beyond the Entry-level: Building Power for People of Color through 
Management Positions focuses on the disenfranchisement and lack of 
power that people of color experience in New Haven as the Yale community 
continues to grow and expand its sphere of influence. It plans to accomplish 
this by increasing the number of people of color in managerial positions 
in Yale Dining at Yale University. In the city of New Haven, the majority of 
residents are either Black, Hispanic or members of what are otherwise 
known as underrepresented groups. And although Yale is the city’s major 
and biggest employer, most of its employees are white and do not reflect 
the demographics of the community that it inhabits. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Ivetty Estepan
Hackensack, NJ
Community Organizing

60 Minutes of Art Cares is a nonprofit organization which aims to provide 
vital resources to homeless women and children across Miami-Dade and 
Broward Counties. Through 60 Minutes of Art Cares, our goal is to provide 
sustainable resources such community gardens, physical and emotional 
support through various channels such as sponsors, volunteers and 
community supporters with hopes of allowing the families we work with the 
necessary tools to become self-sufficient members of the community, which 
will ultimately positively shift their quality of life; specifically for their children. 
While 60 Minutes of Art Cares, has a variety of programs and initiatives in 
place to support the families we work with, for this blueprint our primary 
focus will be our Gardens of Hope Initiative, a community-based garden 
which is designed to require little to no maintenance. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Jonathan Wynn
Miami, FL
Direct Service
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Housing Hope: Reimaging Public Housing and the State of Homelessness in 
Maricopa County (Housing Hope) is an arts-based educational campaign that 
aims to address the dire issue of the lack of affordable housing in Maricopa 
County, Arizona. Maricopa County, home to the Arizona’s greatest number 
of people experiencing homeless or housing insecurity, lacks sufficient 
public housing according to AZ Central. Housing Hope is currently working 
on a documentary to raise awareness in Maricopa County, AZ around this 
issue, using individual narratives to highlight the need for greater public 
housing. Through this documentary and subsequent screenings, this group 
will create greater empathy for those currently experiencing homelessness, 
thus launching a media and policy campaign for greater protections for 
those experiencing homelessness. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Odessa Clugston
Prescott, AZ
Advocacy

The primary objective of this blueprint is to create the infrastructure to 
operate a student run kitchen at Southern Connecticut State University by 
recycling and repackaging unused food. A sustainable student run kitchen 
will require engaging school administration, dining services, and students. 
RECOVER will engage school administrators by having them sponsor the 
kitchen and sign a letter of intent to support a student run kitchen only after 
their concerns are addressed and accounted for in planning. Subsequently, 
we will have them sign a letter of intent to support a student run kitchen 
only after their concerns are addressed and accounted for in our planning. 
Lastly, RECOVER will enlist students as volunteers to gather the food, store 
it and deliver it.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Tobenna Nwangwu
Woodbridge, CT
Advocacy
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MO Rides was a program, run through the Meramec Regional Planning 
Commission (MRPC) that served eight counties in the Rolla, MO area 
by providing free rides to low income individuals in these counties. The 
program relied on a Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) 
grant and donations from the communities in this area. In working with the 
MRPC, Wade was able to help create and become a member of the outreach 
committee for the MO Rides program. Wade is now working to begin another 
program that will take the place MO Rides had in the communities it served 
and provide a comprehensive service to folks below the poverty line that 
attacks some of the root causes of the issue by assisting these individuals 
with purchasing a vehicle of their own.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Wade Hawks
Rolla, MO
Community Organizing
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YP4 acknowledges that access to educational resources and 
opportunities have played integral roles in the ways many of us first 
enter the social justice movement. At the same time, we’re painfully 
aware of our institutions’ failures to provide curricula which speak to 

our lived experiences and honor our communities’ historical resistance, 
resilience, power, and achievements. 

YP4 members organize on their campuses and in their communities for 
equity in education access, tuition abolition, culturally and scientifically 

relevant curricula, and alternatives to formal education..

EDUCATION JUSTICE



The NAACP Youth and College Division Chapter at Brown University is 
committed to helping to increase diversity at the school through mentorship 
and university resources. Undergraduate Minority Recruitment Program or 
Columbia’s fly-in program. The NAACP Youth and College Division aims to 
help fix that problem by reaching out to two to three high school seniors 
from our hometowns and the greater Providence area (e.g. two from 
our hometowns, one from Providence) through either word of mouth, 
social media, and or the high school counseling offices in order to offer 
encouragement and assistance when applying to Brown. Our ultimate goal 
is start increasing awareness among students of color that they too deserve 
admission into a top university. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Alexis Newell 
Hammond, IN
Direct Service

Impact Youth Services is a multi-year approach to providing services and 
mentoring programs for elementary, middle and high school youth in 
the St. Clair County area. The program will form partnerships with local 
school districts, churches and the juvenile court system. Impact’s goal is 
to increase the number of young people of color with mentors, increase 
resources for mentoring programs and expand mentoring programming 
and opportunities tailored to the needs and circumstances of young people 
throughout St. Clair County.  Impact will focus on two types of mentoring. 
The first type of mentoring Impact will focus on is traditional mentoring and 
the second type of mentoring Impact is group mentoring.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Alphonso Amos
Huron, MI 
Direct Service
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First Step Coalition is an organizing committee geared towards developing 
the empowerment and social engagement of High school and College aged 
students in Phoenix, AZ.  The organization endeavors to be the “First Step” 
for students in establishing lasting intercommunal bonds by promoting 
political representation and civic engagement of traditionally marginalized 
communities. First Step will focus on the general education of youth 
surrounding local, state, and national elections, the operation of the courts, 
and successful campaign implementation through workshops headed by 
Arizona State University student cultural groups and community partners.  

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Alyshia Gonzalez
Chino Hills, CA
Community Organizing

Journey to Success is a campaign that aims to educate and mentor current 
high school students in foster care to increase access to higher education 
and make them aware of the mental health, medical, and social service 
resources that are available to them on and off campus. Journey to Success 
will work towards closing the educational gap and education inequities that 
current and former foster youth face due to the lack of attention, funding, 
and stigma that circles the public child welfare system. Young adults that 
have aged out of foster care have higher rates of housing instability, and 
financial insecurity. Social services are available to assist them in addressing 
these issues, however many young adults are not aware of them. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Ash Lizarraga
Los Angeles, CA
Advocacy
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BLOOM is a webapp that offers free intermediate-level Indigenous language 
learning courses that are developed in collaboration with Native Nations, 
international governments, and linguistic communities. Our mission is 
to provide accessible, foundational Indigenous language education that 
empowers the next generation of global speakers and leaders; with our 
vision being to reverse both Indigenous language loss and its negative 
social and political impacts all while offering youth a sense of pride, cultural 
knowledge, and a deeper connection to their heritage via language (Task 
Force on Aboriginal Languages and Cultures, 2005). BLOOM will focus on 
launching our beta in May 2018. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Carey Flack
Springfield, IL
Direct Service 

Warriors is a faith based organization that aims to address barriers that 
prevents students from having a fair education. Warriors will pressure 
the current school board administration to invest in more programs built 
to help impoverished students and low performing schools. Warriors will 
work to achieve education justice by closing the gap between economically 
advantaged and disadvantaged students. It will allocate for resources that 
will help more students become college ready. Warriors will also empower 
students to become the best version of themselves by building their 
motivational, goal setting, critical thinking, and interpersonal skills through 
numerous initiatives. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Catandra Hollins
Dallas, TX
Direct Service
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Spaces for Peoples Actively and Critically Engaging in Education (SPACEE) 
is a project focused on establishing a student housing cooperative that 
addresses food and housing insecurity in Merced, CA through an education 
justice lens. SPACEE’s community will comprise of queer students of color, 
those without legal status, those from low-income communities, and 
first-generation students. Through a self-governing housing structure, 
the housing cooperative will link institutional support to housing efforts 
to support retention efforts for the most disadvantaged students in the 
Merced community in order to support completion of their higher education 
degree. UC Merced is expected to double its size in the coming years due 
to the school’s “2020 Project,” an aggressive expansion project approved in 
Fall 2016. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Clara Medina Maya
Reseda, CA
Direct Service

Social Justice 101 (SJ101) is an intensive social justice education series of eight 
workshops that aim to introduce undergraduate students at the University 
of Pennsylvania to anti-oppression work. In prioritizing an anti-oppression 
and anti-racist lens, SJ101’s workshops focus primarily on personal identity 
development, understanding power, privilege, and oppression, and different 
approaches to social change. Through direct service, Social Justice 101 will 
provide a space for dialogue and community building. Each workshop of 
SJ101’s curriculum builds from the workshop prior, ensuring that students 
will leave learning how to engage their heads. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Clare Connaughton
Mineola, NY
Direct Service
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Initiative for Brown Girls is a program aimed at achieving educational and 
racial justice for black girls (age 12-17) in public institutions. The community-
based organization will work with three key players in public schools: 
students, educators, school resource officers.  Initiative for Brown Girls 
will work towards influencing institutional change regarding policies that 
disproportionally criminalize black girls in schools, increase graduation 
rates, and reduce suspension rates of black girls. The program advocates for 
black girls and engages students, educators, and school resource officers to 
route students away from the juvenile justice system. Initiative for Brown 
Girls: will work to end the school-to-prison pipeline in Washington, DC and 
empower girls of color to succeed academically and personally.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Cortney Stephens
Matthews, NC
Direct Service

Planting the Seeds of STEM is a program to be implemented at the local 
level to give students access to resources to give them the opportunity to 
explore interests in STEM. The primary group of students that this program 
will focus on will be in the middle school category.  This program will 
work towards achieving educational justice by allowing students from low 
income families to be exposed to all areas of STEM.  This will be done by the 
implementation of a curriculum set up to educate middle school students 
on various professions throughout the majority of STEM. With this direction, 
institutional change can be achieved with higher graduation rates for those 
students that attend college majoring in these areas of industry.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Daré Obasade
Antlers, OK
Direct Service
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Equity in Visibility is a student-based, student-centered, and student-
run campus campaign based out of UCLA that seeks to advocate for new 
resources for Commuter students, Queer students, students of color, 
and Queer students of color. These resources include fair counseling 
from counselors.  Equity in Visibility will work to increase the visibility of 
Femme or feminine identifying students of color regardless of gender on 
the UCLA campus. This initiative seeks to urge the campus administration 
beginning with the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs and the Head of the 
Academic Advancement Program to see the fact that there are not enough 
intersectional frameworks in the current resources available for students of 
color.  

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Gabe Ortiz
Azusa, CA
Advocacy

“Empathy Education is an open curriculum for a course designed to nurture 
connections between marginalized and privileged communities. One of the 
biggest problems in convincing people to support progressive social causes 
is their inability to empathize with the people for whom those causes are 
working. The challenge is how to get people to care about other people, 
and this is what Empathy Education is trying to do.The premiere course 
will focus on fostering empathy for the homeless community in Wheaton, 
Illinois. A skeleton of the course outline will be accessible on the internet, so 
that others can customize the curriculum’s content to specific marginalized 
communities, develop a database of tips and learn from each other. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Grace McGuan
Wheaton, IL
Idea Creation
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Power Up is a new nonprofit that aims to create an after-school care 
program meant to terminate the achievement gap between underprivileged 
students and their more well-off peers in Miami-Dade County. Our aim is 
to provide a safe, educational space where elementary school children 
will learn programming and artistic skills through video game creation, 
something that is much more engaging to children than traditional teaching 
methods. We’ll run our after-school programs out of the children’s school, 
taking full advantage of any computing labs that might be available. Our 
business model will be based on acquiring funds through government and 
foundation grants as well as yearly fundraising events in the South Florida 
area in collaboration with the gaming industry.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Isabel Heyninck
Miami, FL
Direct Service

The purpose of Culmore Leadership Day is to motivate rising 3rd, 4th and 
5th graders into developing their leadership skills. They will also learn how 
to lead healthy lives through physical activity. Culmore is a neighborhood 
where youth are exposed to drugs and violence every day, so they don’t 
usually go outside to play. Culmore Leadership Day hopes to engage youth 
in activities they can do when they’re bored or with their friends. The youth 
will receive guidance and advice from student leaders as to how they can 
incorporate physical activity into their day, and be safe at the same time.  
This program is specifically for rising sixth graders because entering middle 
school is like entering a whole new world where there’s more independence 
and many times students tend to get lost in the crowd. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Jasmin Chavez Cruz
Falls Church, VA
Direct Service
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OkcMEthrive, an initiative to help low-income, first-generation college 
students attend college is a district wide effort to help high school students 
not only apply to college, but to learn how to seek financial assistance, 
academic health, and to graduate from a university. The OkcMEthrive 
initiative will consist of various current first-generation college students who 
will serve as advisors to high school students. Not only will the advisors help 
the high school students make efforts to prepare for college entrance, but 
they will also counsel their femtees/mentees/themtees on the struggles of 
being a first-generation college student and some of the adversity that they 
may face. OkcMEthrive will not only help countless students pursue their 
dream, but it will also allow them to create a path for not only themselves, 
but their communities and families as well. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Katelyn Haggard
Oklahoma City, OK
Direct Service

The Detroit Diligence Project (tDDP) is a grassroots movement that is geared 
towards bolstering the morale for those who are subject to the education 
system in the metro-Detroit area, an increased emphasis on secondary-
education in schools that are deemed at risk or failing. With the Detroit Public 
Schools Community District recently under fire for finance mismanagement, 
school board scandals, city-wide school closings, and teacher layoffs and 
strikes, this entity alone could benefit from the work of tDDP. The loosely 
regulated and often mishandled charter school network in the city limits 
presents even more danger. With The Detroit Diligence Project, the aim is to 
use advocacy work to help educate and engage students and families on the 
state of their education systems. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Nick Powell
Detroit, MI
Advocacy
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Youth Against Dating Abuse (YADA) aims to prevent, educate, and support 
survivors of dating abuse in high school and college aged relationships. While 
almost 1 in 3 teens find themselves in some form of an abusive relationship , 
a very minimal amount of those who have been abused recognize the signs 
of abuse, even in their own situation. YADA wants to show young survivors 
that their experience matters, and affirm that our work is going prevent and 
educate further cases of dating abuse. YADA is committed to end dating 
violence and abuse through a series of on-campus support groups and 
workshops as well as presentations and educational materials to distribute 
in high school classrooms in the Boston region to show that dating violence 
is a real and immediate threat to the health and safety of students.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Olivia Feldman
South Pasadena, CA
Advocacy

Expressions of Frida is a six-week long art program that focuses on educating 
Latinx youth in Essex County, New Jersey about Latinx (the X represents gender 
inclusivity) artists from the past and present to expose them to the beauty 
of their history and culture along with teaching them about the important 
connection between art and activism. This program will be exclusively for 
Latinx youth to provide them a space to express themselves. Most often, the 
art taught to children in school is from well-known European artists, which 
leads to a lack of representation in the classroom. Representation is pivotal 
for Latinx children as the Latinx community is significantly underrepresented 
and misrepresented in the mainstream media. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Pam Hernandez
West Orange, NJ
Idea Creation
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Claim Your Education’s goal is to decrease discrimination and increase 
Black and Latino youth’s access to education in Henrico County, Richmond, 
Virginia by partnering with impacted communities to end the overuse of 
exclusionary discipline and improve school-based supports and educational 
opportunities for youth of color in Virginia and Georgia. Exclusionary 
discipline is any type of school action that removes or excludes a student 
from his or her usual educational setting. Two of the most common practices 
at schools include suspension and expulsion.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Paolo Mutia
Richmond, VA
Direct Service

Demanding Decolonized Design (D3), is a transformational multi-year 
development program for rising juniors and seniors of color in LA County 
that aims to increase diversity in admissions for art schools nationwide 
through teaching Decolonized Design providing fem/mentors, and portfolio 
development for said students. This is beneficial for students of color whose 
histories have been ignored in the formal education system.  Specifically, in 
Covina Valley Unified School District (CVUSD), the amount of resources for 
young artists and designers are not present and this goes in hand with the 
fact that CVUSD teaches at least 20 less art courses than neighboring school 
districts. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Sal Rubio
West Covina, CA
Direct Service
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Welcome to a community that invests in the applications of self-love, history 
empowerment, and a crash course survival guide to adult-life. This blueprint 
focuses on the educational justice scope by facilitating a field study that 
will hopefully be inclusive to the gym and health curriculums in charter 
schools located in Jackson County Kansas City, Missouri. The purpose of this 
blueprint is to target inner cities schools districts to expose students who 
are willing to grow in an alternative the traditional setting of implementing 
the academic skill- in a gymnasium. This blueprint is essential a field study 
that builds a curriculum that is implemented in gym and health periods of 
8am-3:30pm school setting. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Saliyah Thomas
Kansas City, MO
Idea Creation

Teddies Slam! is a spoken word based after school program aimed at using 
art education as a tool to engage students with their greater society. At the 
moment, the program is open to all high school students although it would 
be wonderful to have an even mixture of upperclassmen and underclassmen 
so that there could be space for mentorship and building a larger sense of 
community throughout Roosevelt High School in Minneapolis. The program 
focuses on having students analyze their identities and the ways in which 
they navigate the world through a curriculum built around social justice. The 
curriculum is thematically organized with different components to ensure 
students are exploring various works and artists. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Sara Osman
Minneapolis, MN
Community Organizing
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The Social Justice Sewing Academy is a critical education program that 
fosters participatory art as a vehicle for personal transformation, community 
cohesion, and social change. We bring together artist-mentors, local youth, 
and community members to learn and experiment through place-based 
projects. Programming delivers a social justice based educational curriculum 
while creating activists and inspiring agents of change. Although youth 
participants in SJSA workshops and summer programs may have never 
worked with fabric before, we use sewing as the medium to amplify their 
artistic voices to share their stories. Our programming pieces together youth 
voice, textile art with community in a 21st Century sewing circle. Specifically, 
we provide 90 minute ‘make-a-block’ workshops at high schools, create 
social justice art exhibits, and have week-long programming comprised with 
social justice education and sewing instruct. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Sara Trail
Antioch, CA
Idea Creation

 Off the Street and In Your Seat Initiative is an effort to support high school 
students at The Cary High school in Cary, North Carolina. Students who are in 
jeopardy of failing class(es) and dropping out due to skipping class, tardies, 
and general attendance. The support would be administered by Sultan M. 
Hassan and monitored by Cary High school administration. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Sultan Hassan
Wendell, NC
Direct Service
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Transition to Success (T2S) is an organization dedicated to providing 
guidance, professional development, mentorship, and council to motivated 
students looking for pathways to success post-graduation. This organization 
is comprised of resources that are offered to graduating-students during 
their transition from academia to a full-time profession. As a pipeline 
between graduates and the workplace, T2S merges the demands of the 
workforce with the skills offered by qualified graduates seeking to utilize 
them. This organization prides itself on efficiently connecting graduates 
with the resources they need to effectively make the transition from student 
to professional. For the purposes of this Blueprint for Social Justice, T2S will 
establish itself as an organization by: (1) starting an online/social media 
presence and (2) conducting outreach to colleges and universities willing to 
connect T2S with graduating seniors. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Taryn Levels
Corona, CA
Community Organizing
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The natural environment which nourishes us all and within which we 
organize for transformative social change is itself collapsing. As we 

envision a future where our people not only survive but thrive, we’re 
cognizant of the need for robust organizing to keep fossil fuels in the 

ground, develop alternative energy sources, and 
care for our ecosystems. 

At the same time, we know that those most disproportionately affected 
by the structural barriers of climate change are often indigenous 

communities, peoples of color, immigrants, folks from the Global South, 
trans and queer people, and those targeted by 

predatory voracious capitalism.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE



Us First is a youth-led fellowship that teaches young people in high 
school about climate change. Students will learn about climate change, 
environmental justice(the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of 
all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, with respect 
to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental 
laws, regulation, and policies), how their government works, and even 
media training. With what they learn, the students will have opportunities 
to apply their knowledge of climate change and policy through problem-
solving projects. Within the fellowship, the students will identify an issue that 
concerns climate change and environmental justice within their community 
and they will try to find a solution to the problem they see.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Caitlin Gatchalian
Las Vegas, NV
Community Organizing
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YP4 believes gender is a construct and a function of society and 
varies across contexts and cultures. In our work, we are committed to 
challenging patriarchal and heteronormative conceptions of gender as 
they exist in the Western hemisphere as well as the gender binary as it 

manifests across sexualities and sexes. 

We are committed to centering the voices and experiences of those who 
identify beyond or outside of the gender binary –– specifically those 

who live at the intersection of identities disproportionately affected by 
structural violence.

GENDER PARITY



The Consent Education Project (TCEP) is an initiative to develop and 
implement comprehensive consent education within public schools. Consent 
education pertains to sexual assault prevention and involves teaching young 
people about asking for and giving consent, starting in non-sexual contexts 
and then automatically moving into sexual contexts. The project will begin 
with West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North in central New Jersey, and 
then will seek to expand into other local high schools, and eventually all 
levels of public schooling. The initiative is therefore a multi-year, state-wide 
campaign, that will progress through initial pilot programs. By increasing 
awareness about what consent looks like, what it means, and the consent 
laws of the state, TCEP’s ultimate goal is to hinder rape culture, or the 
normalizing of rape and victim blaming, from being further perpetuated and 
therefore combat sexual assault rates. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Aasha Shaik
Plainsboro, NJ
Direct Service

SPARKS (Sisters Participating in Action and Revolutionary Knowledge 
Sharing) is a direct service project that aims to raise consciousness and 
encourage civic engagement in high school girls of color within the Covina 
Valley Unified School District (CVUSD).The city of West Covina is composed 
of a culturally diverse population, with women of color comprising the 
largest demographic.  Of the five City Council members currently in office, 
0 are women. Additionally, few organizations exist that are specifically 
constructed by and for young people in the area. SPARKS addresses this 
urgent need and works towards achieving educational and gender justice 
for girls of color by hosting a week-long series of workshops during summer 
break. Students will also be connected to young adult female mentors to 
establish a strong network of intergenerational support.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Cassie Rubio
West Covina, CA
Direct Service
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YP4 is not only committed to the sustainability of our movement’s 
infrastructure, organizations, and resources, we’re also committed 

to the well-being of those doing the work each day –– and to the 
communities from which they’ve come. We believe that access to high 

quality medical care is a necessity for any truly democratic society and a 
building block for liberation. 

As such, we lend our support to Fellows and alumni providing direct 
medical services to those abandoned by the for-profit medical industry, 
translating technical medical materials for their communities, and those 

challenging service providers to learn more about the specific health 
needs of our communities, particularly trans* and queer folks, people 
living with immunodeficiency’s, and those who are differently abled.

HEALTH EQUITY



Food for Thought is a movement that will educate residents in the city 
of  Detroit on the benefits of healthy eating.  In addition, FFT will host 
educational series on various topics including starting and maintaining 
community gardens, food as a medicine, and veganism vs. vegetarianism. 
FFT will uplift the community through education because education is 
elevation. Food for thought will be able to empower the residents of the 
city of Detroit by providing valuable information that may save their life 
and future generations. Finally, Food for thought will begin to heal the 
community by going out in the community and engaging with the residents 
that are food insecure.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Asha McElroy
Southfield, MI
Community Organizing

There is a huge stigma surrounding mental health, particularly among young 
people of color. Black and brown youth suffer from institutional oppression 
that may come in the form of racism, economic violence, and criminalization. 
Internalizing oppression further makes young people negatively impacted 
by mental health issues such as anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder, and 
depression.  Hip hop fundamentally began to give a voice to black and brown 
communities and can serve as a powerful art form that facilitates collective 
healing. This Blueprint Proposal for Social Justice aims to de-stigmatize 
mental health among young people of color in Oakland through uplifting 
the therapeutic influence of the artivism  known as hip hop

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Daniel Cano
Oakland, CA
Direct Service
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According to the CDC, black gay men are disproportionately impacted by 
HIV compared to other demographic groups in the United States. They 
report the highest incidence rates nationally.  In addition, black men remain 
vulnerable to HIV criminalization laws that would prosecute those who 
knowingly transmit and expose HIV to others; however, some of these 
laws need to be reexamined (CDC) The high rates of black men living with 
HIV and the criminalization of black men living with HIV is both a failure of 
public health service delivery, and negligence in policy creation. In order to 
improve conditions for black gay men, Overtones will encourage black gay 
men to become more civically engaged in policy and public health work to 
improve community vulnerabilities to HIV and HIV criminal laws.  Overtones 
will also encourage allies to seek out the expertise of black gay leadership 
and support the mobilization of black gay communities.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Devin Hursey
Lees Summit, MO
Community Organizing

The U.S. Healthcare system is a difficult system to navigate and this is especially 
true for the undocumented immigrant population. With xenophobia’s 
prevalence in the country, discussions on healthcare reform reemerging, 
and increased immigrant enforcement efforts, Connecticut Immigrant 
Health Collaborative (CIHC) is a multi-year campaign that aspires to make 
healthcare access more equitable among undocumented populations. CIHC 
focuses on teaching community members to know their healthcare rights 
through Know Your Rights sessions.  CIHC will also get Connecticut health 
facilities in counties with the highest number of immigrant populations to 
commit to not working with Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE) 
officers under any circumstance. These efforts would in turn be a step 
forward to making healthcare services more accessible to undocumented 
people in Connecticut.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Katy Villeda
Stamford, CT
Community Organizing
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War, predatory capitalism, imperialism, colonialism and global climate 
change are driving thousands of people to leave their home countries 

in search of community, economic security, and physical safety. At 
YP4, we know the demographic shifts catalyzed by today’s human 

migration have the potential to change the economic, linguistic, and 
racial landscapes of entire regions and will require critical conversations 
around the ways our movements conceptualize and articulate issues of 

empire, national identity, and the construct of borders. 

As a program dedicated to forging international solidarities in an era 
of pronounced globalization, we are committed to holding institutions 
in this country accountable to incorporating migrants into U.S. society 
while educating our peers about the foreign policy decisions made in 
our names which force so many to migrate in the first place. With this 

reality in mind, we support Fellows and alumni organizing visionary 
projects to support young undocumented people, efforts to expand and 

protect immigrants’ access to Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) and Deferred Action for Parental Accountability (DAPA), as well 
as campaigns to halt the deportations of undocumented peoples and 
families, honoring future waves of migration as well as humanitarian 

migrant crises in various regions of the world.

IMMIGRATION



Haitian Immigrant Bail Assistance Project (HIBAP) is social justice project 
that was formed at the realization of the lack of resources available to 
Haitian immigrants in the United States.  HIBAP was founded in 2017 in San 
Francisco, California, by a group of advocates with immigrant ties.  HIBAP 
is dedicated and committed to raise awareness about Haitian immigrants’ 
experience in the U.S.  They hope to address the struggles of Haitian and 
Black Immigrants, who are also less represented and whose voices are often 
less heard in the field of immigrant advocacy work.  The Mission of HIBAP 
is to provide means to help immigrants fight for fundamental rights.  HIBAP 
wants justice and fairness in the immigration system, so that immigrants 
facing deportation/removal and certain grounds for exclusion may have 
access to representation and a fair trial.  

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Christelle Etienne
Daly City, CA
Direct Service

The Immigrant Visibility Project, also known as The Project: Immigrant, is 
a multi-year media campaign aimed at nuancing the immigrant of color 
experience across a broad spectrum and documenting the stories of 
immigrants by immigrants/immigrants sharing their truths not commonly 
found in mainstream media. The Immigrant Visibility Project will work towards 
achieving immigrant justice and dismantling the damaging media coverage 
surrounding migrants by broadcasting stories from urban centers with 
high immigrant populations and longstanding migratory histories. Through 
its successful execution, the Project: Immigrant will create sustainable 
systemic change, leading to more thoughtful and reflective representations 
of historically marginalized groups, reduced hate crimes and discriminatory 
offenses on the basis of difference, and debunked myths and stereotypes 
derived from the American popular imagination and mythology. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Daniel Brioso
West Hempstead, NY
Idea Creation
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The VAP Coalition, is a multi-year strategic coalition that seeks to organize 
and mobilize students to become more effective advocates in policies 
beginning with DACA. Due to the urgency, the DACA crisis is the initial goal 
of the VAP Coalition. The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
Program, was an executive order created by the Obama administration to 
protect 800,000 so called “Dreamers”, undocumented individuals brought 
here by their parents when they were children.  On September 5th, President 
Trump’s administration rescinded the DACA program. This Coalition seeks to 
diminish this threat through the advocacy of federal and statewide policies 
such as the USA Act and Kings/Rounds Amendment to permanently protect 
Dreamers from deportation and ensuring their long-term success in the 
only nation they identify as home, the U.S. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Elias Rosenfeld
Miami, FL
Advocacy

For Refugees: The Welcome Home Project is a multi-year nationwide 
campaign that aims to help refugees in the United States find opportunities 
and services in their local community.  With the rise of islamophobia 
and xenophobic sentiments before and after the inauguration of Donald 
Trump, many refugees who are already in the United States have felt 
marginalized and minimized and they will fear looking for opportunities in 
the community out of fear of it being an unsafe space for them to exist. For 
Refugees: The Welcome Home Project will do the research for them and 
will work with refugees and their previous work experience to find services 
that accommodates to what they had in their homeland. For Refugees: The 
Welcome Home Project aims to create a multilingual website that has open 
access to different local businesses/chains those services.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Jayson Dagher
Las Vegas, NV
Community Organizing
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This blueprint seeks to create video media on immigration issues faced by 
the Dallas immigrant and nonimmigrant community to be displayed via 
online channels. One in four residents of Dallas is an immigrant (Dallas 
Office of Welcoming Communities and Immigrant Affairs), and many 
members of the Dallas community work to create a symbiotic and integrated 
city that elevates the rights of immigrants. Documenting these efforts can 
help elevate the work of both immigrants and nonimmigrants to create 
welcoming communities and serve as a model for activists and neighbors 
on methods toward improving immigrant experiences in a community. 
This project will utilize video creation and online channels to document the 
community building efforts undertaken by the immigrant and nonimmigrant 
communities of Dallas.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Sarah Whipple
Sacramento, CA
Direct Service

Roots & Raíces provides a communications platform primarily for immigrants 
and for allies to be represented in the arts in Baltimore City by giving them 
agency to perform, promote, and celebrate their artistic contributions to the 
United States. The organizers of the series of events that will take place this 
upcoming year consists of a group of Baltimore/DC based activists, artists 
and musicians.  The organization emerged from the experience of creating 
a Latinx Art and Culture Festival in 2017 focused on providing a platform for 
Latinx artists in Baltimore to be represented in the arts. It developed into 
an organization that now aims to provide a platform for all immigrants in 
Baltimore to be represented. Roots & Raíces is unique in the sense that it’s 
purpose is beyond just being an arts & entertainment platform as a festival 
but rather using the arts to inspire civic action specifically among the young 
population of artists in Baltimore. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Valeria Fuentes
Baltimore, MD
Direct Service
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YP4 operates daily with the understanding that the lands upon which 
our movements organize–– and upon which our own offices are situated 

–– have been ripped from the hands of their historical inhabitants 
through the sustained, continued genocide of Native and indigenous 

peoples. By stripping Native Tribes of their sovereignty, divesting 
resources from indigenous communities, and consigning Native 

peoples to the dustbins of history, the U.S. government and agents of 
imperialism continue to perpetuate the structural violence which began 

hundreds of years ago. 

YP4 believes strongly that we as an organization have an obligation 
to name our complicity in colonialism, support Native activists in their 

necessary work, and hold communities of colonizers accountable to our 
actions. In the service of that work, we’ve supported Fellows preserving 

Native languages and land, advocate for trans* and queer liberation 
within Native communities, ensure economic prosperity across Native 

lands, and create self-empowerment for Native youth.

NATIVE/INDIGENOUS IN 
EMPOWERMENT, CULTURAL 
PRESERVATION, & TRIBAL 

SOVEREIGNTY



This project seeks to create a forum for Two Spirit and Native LGBTQIA youth 
in Minnesota to be in community with each other.  There are currently no 
spaces devoted to Two Spirit and Native LGBTQIA youth in either the Twin 
Cities or greater Minnesota, and youth have expressed that they experience 
isolation and disconnection from community as a result.  This blueprint will 
utilize the principles of grassroots community organizing to help develop a 
model for engaging and empowering Two Spirit and Native LGBTQIA young 
people.   The direction of this project will be co-created with youth in order 
to center and prioritize their expertise in their own lived experiences and 
their knowledge of how a gathering of youth could best fulfill their wants 
and needs.  The process for developing and sustaining the project will be 
shared nationally through partnerships with Native organizations working 
in urban, reservation, and village communities across the United States.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Amanda Watson
St. Paul, MN
Community Organizing
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YP4 is committed to the liberation of communities of color in this 
country and around the world, we have an obligation to state clearly 

that white supremacy kills, both by rationalizing acts of extreme, 
targeted violence and by sustaining systems of advantage which 

systemically limit the distribution of life chances worldwide. 

As we challenge our campuses, communities, and our movement 
to take seriously the legacy of white supremacy which manifests in 

colonialism, imperialism, slavery, and voracious predatory capitalism, 
we honor the leaders of color who’ve engaged in the work of creating 

political, cultural, and economic homes for their communities in the face 
of ongoing violence. 

Moving forward, we commit to living our politic of collective liberation 
by centering the voices of scholars, activists, and organizers of color in 
the development of curricula and holding brave spaces that thoroughly 

address anti-blackness and xenophobia. As examples of work in this 
area, we uplift Fellows organizing for the liberation of people of color, 

reclaiming and shifting mystifying and demonizing narratives, and 
challenging the way colorism manifests itself in all communities.

RACIAL JUSTICE



Aware Media Solutions is an organization that wishes to work with schools in 
South Hadley and Holyoke in Massachusetts to have kids and young adults in 
middle school and high school read books that have characters with diverse 
identities and have access to documentaries on a variety of topics such as 
food access and climate change. Aware Media Solutions seeks to design 
curricula that is explicitly consciousness raising. The organization wants 
students to critically think about how what they watch affects how they see 
the world. The organization currently sees a lack of critical thinking  in the 
education of today, while students desperately need and crave it. Our world 
needs critical thinking because today’s students need a deep understanding 
of both US culture and politics. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Aicha Belabbes
Cambridge, MA
Advocacy

The Undocumented and Black Curriculum aims to empower and make 
accessible information to undocumented Black immigrants and Black 
immigrants in California at large but specifically in the city of Los Angeles 
through an educational approach that will serve as a pipeline for leadership 
development eventually leading people to grassroots mobilization. The 
Undocumented and Black Curriculum will tackle the lack of accessibility 
that Black immigrants, especially undocumented immigrants, have when it 
comes to policies that directly affect them, such as immigration, Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) , War on Drugs, Family Readiness, Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) , and ways they can access resources regardless 
of immigration status. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Aiko Celeste
Orange, CA
Community Organizing
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Interrogating White Patriarchy (IWP) is a community-based education project 
that seeks to form a study group of self-identified white men, with a focus 
on self-identified young white men. IWP will engage in the personal work of 
interrogating our own internalized superiority over people of color (POC) and 
people who identify or present as feminine.  This will be accomplished by 
engaging in a continuous process of unlearning the internalized superiority 
that comes from living in a patriarchal, male-dominated, society. IWP 
ultimately aims to support activist work led by people of color—especially 
femmes of color. Supporting femmes of color in particular is important as it 
helps ensure that IWP will not be inadvertently supporting POC-led activism 
that also perpetuates sexism. IWP will be based in Seattle and will function 
as a 10-week political education program over the summer, with one three-
hour meeting per week. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Connor Crinion
San Jose, CA
Community Organizing

SheMeHer.com is a blog that aims to provide black girls with a platform 
to use their voices and speak on issues that directly relate to them. 
Written entirely by your everyday girl, SheMeHer.com will feature Beauty, 
Health, Life, Entertainment, News, High School, and College content. In 
addition, SheMeHer.com will offer an email newsletter to encourage the 
#BlackGirlMagic that thrives inside every young black girl. The transition 
from girlhood to womanhood is one that is crucial. Black girls are pressured 
and sometimes forced to behave much older than they really are. SheMeHer.
com will work towards a change in self-perception and an increase in a sense 
of community and sisterhood amongst black girls from every walk of life. 
Through this blog, girls will be able to see themselves represented in various 
forms and cultivate relationships with their cyber-sisters.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Dominique Touya
Baltimore, MD
Idea Creation
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Black+ is a video channel/blog that focuses on the misrepresentations of 
black people in the media and the world. The media has been able to shape 
popular culture and often influence public opinion from matters as small as 
getting store brand or off brand items and matters as critical as choosing a 
presidential candidate. Black+ is a limitless multimedia campaign that aims 
to combat the rampant culture of anti-blackness perpetuated by the culture 
of Eurocentrism cultivated within the West, in the international community. 
The multimedia campaign will utilize social media and traditional media to 
deliver written pieces, online content, and a web series through a Viceland  
(Viceland has a focus on lifestyle-oriented documentary and reality series) 
format.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Eniola Sodeke
Union, NJ
Idea Creation

The Black Women’s Empowerment Institute is a bimonthly, in-person 
workshop series, for Black women and by Black women in Tallahassee, 
Florida. Each workshop will last approximately two hours each and will only 
be held on once, on one day - such as a Saturday -  during the weekend. The 
Institute seeks to combat the disparities in health, wealth, and life outcomes 
for Black women via empowerment through education.  The workshops 
will provide an intimate, safe space for Black women to learn from other 
Black women; the facilitators of these workshops will be Black women who 
are regarded as experts and/or licensed as professionals in their respective 
field. At the end of the year, the Black Women’s Empowerment Institute will 
culminate in an Annual Black Women Empowering Black Women Summit – 
in turn, this annual summit will kick off the following year’s Institute. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Janel Robinson
Pinellas Park, FL
Direct Service
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YP4 believes in the agency, self-determination and bodily autonomy 
of each individual to make decisions about their bodies and futures. 
We agitate for a vision of reproductive justice which transcends the 

legal right to abortion care and which focuses on all people with uteri’s 
abilities to access the preventive, sexual, pregnancy, prenatal, birthing, 

abortion, and gender-affirming care they need.

 In many ways, this vision for reproductive justice extends beyond the 
medical establishment, however; it includes our strongly held belief that 
families should have the chance to raise their children in safe, resourced 

neighborhoods without fear that their kids may be unduly targeted by 
the police or discriminated against when accessing the social institutions 

of daily life. Furthermore, we work to underscore the agency of young 
parents and fight to dismantle narratives around teenage pregnancy 
that demonize and inaccurately promote the idea that every young 

parent underwent an unintended pregnancy. 

With that said, we also support the de-medicalization of birth and 
understand that each person is the ultimate expert and decision maker 
for their life. With that in mind, we support Fellows and alumni working 

on projects ranging from the establishment of an abortion fund in El 
Paso, Texas; direct action campaigns to block Targeted Restrictions on 
Abortion Providers (TRAP) laws; and those providing direct services to 

people with uteruses seeking contraception and preventive care.

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS, 
HEALTH, & JUSTICE



No Access No Choice is a multi-year national-level project with local roots 
that aims to provide activists with tools that are free to be reused and 
modified for social justice work. The project will manifest in a database 
website, which will include resources for reproductive justice educational 
workshops, creative actions to advance reproductive justice issues, and 
tools for activists to develop their personal organizing and leadership skills. 
The database will compile information regarding reproductive health issues, 
including issues pertaining to reproductive rights, and reproductive justice, 
as well as work that is already being done on the local, college, state and 
national level. No Access No Choice will work towards creating a stronger 
and more inclusive reproductive justice movement by working directly with 
communities, campus groups, and young people, between the ages 15 and 
25, with a focus on college-aged students. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Caitlin Blunnie
McLean, VA
Community Organizing

Know Yourself is a comprehensive sexual education program designed for 
teenagers and young adults in Kansas. Know Yourself focuses on education 
and reproductive justice, and strives to fill in the gaps left by abstinence only 
sexual education, by serving as a community intervention. Know Yourself 
strives to include groups often excluded in traditional education such as, but 
not limited to, LGBTQIA+ individuals, survivors of sexual trauma, and low-
income youth. Know Yourself will deliver comprehensive, effective, trauma-
informed sexual education through a free, self-paced, online classroom 
format that allows students to get an introduction to through student 
organizations focused on reproduction justice issues in both high school 
and college on, with the goal of showing students why their sexual health 
matters, and how they can reclaim it. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Tracia Banuelos
Wichita, KS
Direct Service
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At YP4, we know that birthing a movement for transformative justice 
requires that we hold each other in all our complexities — including our 

religious and spiritual practices. 

As a movement with diverse faith traditions — including atheism and 
agnosticism — we believe in a holistic reclamation of faith as an integral 

element of many folks’ organizing work. We uplift the critical insights 
of the Liberation Theology movement and push back against Christian 

hegemony which alienates and belittles o
ther spiritual traditions.

SPIRITUAL RESISTANCE



Micah 6:8 says, “[He] has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.” The Church universal tends to be better at following the 
latter two requirements, rather than the first -- “to act justly”. Social Justice 
as Spiritual Praxis seeks to answer this question. It is a workshop series and 
curriculum targeting youth and young adults in Christian communities, which 
provides liberatory theological, moral and practical bases for addressing the 
social justice issues in society through a faith-rooted lens. The goal of the 
series is to help young people in Christian churches see that social justice 
and spirituality are not at odds, but in fact go hand in hand together, so that 
they are inspired and trained to enact spiritual resistance against the evils in 
society as an expression of faith.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Erica West
Alexandria, VA
Idea Creation
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Young People For knows that our movement is made stronger when we 
honor, celebrate and uplift the diversity of sexualities, gender identities, 

gender expressions, and family structures of our communities. YP4 
believes that the act of living and loving unapologetically as trans* and 
queer people is itself an act of political, social, and cultural revolution. 

And while the Supreme Court has seen fit to sanction long-term 
monogamy among queer couples, we know that far too many trans* 

and queer people –– particularly trans* and queer people of color, 
immigrants, economically disadvantaged, and those who are differently-

abled–– are still fighting for a future where #LoveWins. With that in 
mind, we strive to create a society in which trans* and queer people 

have full legal and social equality.

TRANS* & QUEER LIBERATION



Transblazer is a multi-year project that aims to make medical knowledge 
about the transitioning process and beyond easier to access to low 
income transgender and gender variant people of color. Transblazer will 
work towards achieving this goal by creating a workshop for low income 
transgender and gender variant people of color to learn about the process of 
transitioning. It will culminate into an app that includes medical information 
about transgender, intersex, questioning, and non-binary individuals. For 
the purpose of this Blueprint for Social Justice, Transblazer will focus on the 
strategic distribution of patient educational materials, the development of 
a healthcare provider training, and a phone application to make imperative 
data more accessible to transgender and gender variant people of color 
along with allied organizations that want to improve their support to this 
demographic.  

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Dorcas Adedoja
Philadelphia, PA
Direct Service

In a world that lives off of self-hate*, it is a radical* act to love yourself 
enough to be yourself.  However, for the Transgender and Gender Non-
conforming community, that radical act can be incredibly difficult to access. 
Transgender individuals have been and still are being targeted; particularly 
in recent years, with laws being made to displace and exclude trans people 
in public spaces such as bathrooms. The objective of this multi-platformed 
based resource, education, and community program is summarized into 
these three main points:  Illumination, Solidarity, and Revolution. By doing 
the work and correcting the problematic nature of our current society, 
this project will help to increase the quality of life, not for those in the 
transgender community, but society over all. The Lantern Project is directed 
toward transgender individuals, but the bottom line is gender equity for all 
individuals. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Ethan Winters
Statesboro, GA
Advocacy
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The physical, mental, and spiritual health of marginalized people must be 
nurtured in these political times. Narratives of Resistance Media or (NoRM 
for short) is a project that will highlight the resiliency of transgender and 
queer culture through healing circles, multimedia/medium workshops, a 
magazine, a community showcasing of content creation and stipends for 
participants. NoRM will serve as a platform that advocates for the visibility of 
issues surrounding transgender and queer people of color(TQPoC). NoRM 
operates as a form of cultural counter strike and emphasizes work reflecting 
self-representation through a TQPoC lens, as well as advocate for equity 
justice.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Eve Moreno
Los Angeles, CA
Community Organizing

Community Learning in Queer Underserved Ecosystem (CLIQUE) exists to 
find new ways to empower Queer and Trans People of Color (QTPOC). While 
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) population is 
under researched, LGBTQ-identifying people of color are heavily ignored by 
research despite suffering from high levels of poverty, violence, and health 
risks. CLIQUE strives to bring awareness of the inequities that Queer and 
Trans People of Color experience QTPOC by using a social network matrix 
analysis, which does research by seeing how the different people surveyed 
are connected to other people in their community, to observe the way 
QTPOC support systems function, and find ways for providers to use these 
support systems to distribute resources directly to these communities in 
need. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Keiko Bullock
Denver, CO
Idea Creation
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In the average year about 1.089% of the US population will experience 
homelessness compared to 12.5% of the US transgender population (James 
et al., 2016). More locally, centralized services to help homeless individuals 
in Ohio, namely the Ohio Community Shelter Board and the Coalition on 
Homelessness and Housing, both fail to mention the words “LGBT,” “queer,” 
and/or “transgender” even once on their websites or in their educational 
materials. The Queer Safety Project seeks to remedy this problem by 
reaching out to both homeless shelter leadership and to the LGBTQ centers 
nearest to them to find ways in which the two can partner and work together 
to create better conditions for LGBTQ homeless people in their community. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Loren Huff
Columbus, OH
Advocacy

This project, titled “Comics for Collective Liberation” (CCL) seeks to provide 
individuals an opportunity to understand what liberation could mean to our 
minds, bodies, and subsequently our world.  Through asking readers to reflect 
on the comics they’re reading and how they align with their aspirations for 
our world, users of this project will be asked to reimagine what our society 
can be and how they can play a role in achieving the liberation we deserve. 
Due to the nature of the project and its inherent variance between materials 
engaged, the social justice issue areas addressed will be dependent and the 
individual moving through the process. These prompts will invite them to 
reflect on different aspects of the society they’re reading about and what 
layers of that society are things that are applicable and desirable to our 
world. The aspirations of this project are that those who engage with the 
material will have a more clear sense of the role they can have in creating a 
world characterized by justice.  

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Nick Thuot
Ames, IA
Idea Creation
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YAS QUING, is a nation- wide platform and publication used to reclaim and 
distribute the narratives of Gender Non-Conforming Identified (or previously 
identified) people.   YAS QUING will accept submissions from any gender 
non-conforming, gender queer, gender questioning, non-binary individual.  
YAS QUING asked folks to share their stories, thoughts, rants, personal 
essays, artwork, sketches, etc. to create a series of journals, and ultimately 
a book, composed of the stories/thoughts/lives of people around the world 
that say screw the binary!  YAS QUING wants to be able to have some type 
of resource and visibility of what this narrative can look like for different 
people. YAS QUING wants to be able to educate but also enforce the fact 
that being non-binary does not look, feel, or live the same for everyone 
associated with Gender Variant identities.    

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Tay Richardson
Dobbs Ferry, NY
Idea Creation
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As politically-engaged young people, we also know that forces are 
mobilizing to limit our access to the franchise by making it difficult to 

access the ballot box. By requiring unnecessary forms of government-
issued photo identification, limiting early voting opportunities, 

eliminating same-day registration, changing polling locations, and 
gerrymandering electoral districts to their advantage, conservatives 

are positioning themselves not just in the way of social progress but as 
bona fide roadblocks to transformative change.

 In this movement moment, we are committed to channeling the 
legacy of the organizers who, throughout US history, have forced 

elected officials to expand the right to vote –– not to limit it. Through 
our Vote Program and our Arrive With Five Program, YP4 is committed 

to educating and organizing young folks to engage those most 
disproportionately affected by structural violence in local, state, and 

national elections during and beyond presidential election years. 

We are committed to leveraging our Vote Program to redefine “civic 
engagement” in ways which incorporate those who cannot vote 

— including undocumented people, formerly incarcerated people, 
differently-abled people, and many more — into conversations on our 

shared future.

VOTING RIGHTS & 
VOTER ENGAGEMENT



The Southeast Queens Votes Project aims to increase community and civic 
engagement in New York State Senate’s 14th District. The 14th District is 
comprised of a vast majority of Southeast Queens, New York (331, 535 
residents). As seen throughout much of the nation, the district’s primary 
and midterm elections produce low voter turnout. In the most recent 
general election, New York State Senator, Leroy Comrie, received 95, 067 
votes out of just 112,625 votes casted. A number of factors contribute to low 
voter turnout rates, such as voter registration deadlines, fewer monetary 
contributions and less visibility in midterm elections, an uninformed public 
and more. This Blueprint Proposal seeks to increase community and civic 
engagement through voter registration drives, civic engagement oriented 
workshops, community events and finally a “get out the vote” (GOTV) 
campaign through the 2018 midterm election.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Angel Winston
Dorchester, MA
Community Organizing

The right to vote, a sacred and precious right, is under attack in the United 
States of America. Since the beginning of time, the right to vote has been 
expanded to include groups consisting of women, African-Americans, 
other people of color, those with disabilities, veterans, and individuals, who 
identify within the lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, or transgender (LGBT) community. 
However, in today’s society the current state of voting rights looks to 
take the entire nation backwards. Roseland Votes, a community-based 
501(c)3, will address the on-going problems in relation to voting rights and 
disenfranchisement especially in communities of color. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Jaylin McClinton
Chicago, IL
Community Organizing

BLUEPRINTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE CLASS OF 2017-2018



Get Registered! is a campaign on Florida State University’s campus to raise 
awareness about National Voter Registration Day and institutionalize it so 
FSU’s student population is registered to vote and more civically engaged. The 
ability to vote in an election for any level of government is a right that every 
American citizen has. First observed in 2012, National Voter Registration Day 
in the United States is the 4th Tuesday of every September with the goal of 
creating awareness of voter registration opportunities to reach thousands 
of voters who may not, for whatever reason, register. Kadian plans to utilize 
her student government connections to get an official resolution passed in 
the Student Senate saying that Florida State University recognizes National 
Voter Registration Day and will make an effort to provide information to 
students about it. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Kadian Baxter
Tampa , FL
Direct Service

Bringing Voting Back, is a social campaign initiative that uses pop culture 
references as a tool for voter engagement in hopes of increasing the number 
of Houston college students voters. Although, Texas is known for its size 
and conservative voting power, it has one of the lowest voter turn-outs in 
the nation. This massive state-wide turnout issue is even greater in local 
elections specifically in Houston. In order to increase the number of voters 
to the polls, Bringing Voting Back, is focused on increasing the voter turnout 
at the University of Houston-Downtown campus by incorporating edgy pop 
culture themes, and providing awareness to students about the importance 
of local voting. This initiative would entail the usage of Beyonce’s lemonade 
album as the theme for the next upcoming Voting Pledge Drive and Voter 
Guide. 

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Magge Nunez
Houston, TX
Direct Service
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Electify: The election day app is the core product of a multi-year campaign 
and project to improve the availability of information for every election 
cycle in the county of Macon-Bibb, Georgia. The vision of Electify is to bring 
excitement, information, education, scheduling, and convenience to every 
citizen for election day in Macon-Bibb, with a goal of launching the midterm 
elections in November 2018. For the purpose of this Blueprint for Social 
Justice, Electify will focus only on bringing voting accessibility and information 
to only one county in Georgia, as a test case. Future development includes 
expanding access to Electify across the state of Georgia over the next several 
years..

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Philippa Hawker
Macon , GA
Idea Creation

This Blueprint for Social Justice addresses low voter turnout among students 
in all elections, as well as the disenfranchisement of students in voting 
processes. If students have a greater difficult voting, they are less able to vote 
in their best interests, meaning decisions are made for them. If others are 
making decisions for them, the results of may be detrimental to students, and 
may not actually reflect the choices they would have made for themselves. 
This Blueprint seeks to institutionalize voter registration on campus through 
an already-existing mandatory freshman course. Considering that the 
Blueprint will be implemented at Arizona State University, the largest public 
university in the country, this could lead to a vast increase in student voter 
turnout in the future and may create a model that can be replicated at other 
institutions.

NAME:
HOMETOWN: 
APPROACH:

Victoria Grijalva
Douglas, AZ
Direct Service
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